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FACULTY NEWS 
HYGIENE DEPARTMENT 
Left to right - Drs. Packer, Merchant and Collier. 
Prior to the establishment of t:le De-
partment of Veterinary Hygiene CJurses 
in bacteriology were included in the vet-
erinary curriculum under the DepJ. rt-
ment of Pathology. In 1930, the Depart-
ment of Veterin::uy Hygiene was es-
tablished by the late Dean Stange who 
W 3.S als::> department head until his death 
in 1£36. In 1934 an arrangement was 
made with the City of Ames to do its milk 
sanitaticn work. This gave the depart-
ment a laboratory in this work and at the 
same time afforded the City of Ames 
sanitation supervision. Dean EmEritus 
Murray became head of the de~artm( nt 
in 1936, which j:osition he held until 1942 
at which time Dr. IvaI A. MErchant W3S 
appointed department head, the position 
he still holds. 
Courses in bacteriology, immun:)logy 
and virology are offered the second-year 
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men in the veterinary curriculu!l1. This 
spring marks the £.rst time a full quarter's 
work is devoted to a course in virology. 
Courses in infectious diseases, milk hy-
giene and meat hygiene are offered to the 
fourth-year men. In addition, a course in 
farm sanitation is provided for t.erdsmen 
and animal husbandry students, and a 
course in poultry sanitation for students 
majoring in poultry husbandry. 
The department, under an agreement 
with the City of Ames, does the la1::ora-
tory work for Dr. Austin T. Getz, City 
Sanitarian, who in turn, instructs 
students ia field inspection of milk 
hygiene. 
Bacteriological diagnoses are made of 
specimens from p 3.tients in the Stange 
Memorial Clinic and from cadavers in 
the post-mortem an:l diagnostic lab-
c ratories. 
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As a servic.e to practicing veterinarians, 
mastitis diagnoses are made on milk 
samples sent to the laboratory. At the 
present time, in cooperation with the 
Animal Husbandry Departm€nt (Agri-
cultural Experimental Station), a study 
is being made of the bacteriology of arti-
ficial inseminaton. 
Occasionally the Department also does 
work on bacteriological and serological 
samples for physicians in the City of 
Ames. 
Bacteriology laboratory 
Dr. Merchant 
Dr. IvaI Arthur Merchant was born 
and reared in the State of Colorado. He 
rec.eived the degree of Doctor of Veteri-
nary Medicine at Colorado State College 
in 1924. Upon graduation he was appoint-
ed to duty with the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, United States Department of 
Agriculture. For a year and a half he did 
work in meat inspection, virus-serum 
production control, and tuberculosis and 
cattle scab eradication. In 1924 he came 
to Iowa State College as an instructor in 
the Department of Pathology. He re-
ceived the degree Master of Sc.ience in 
1928 in the Department of Pathology. 
In 1933 he received the degree Doctor 
of Philosophy in the Department of Hy-
giene. He spent a year of study in the 
School of Public Health, Yale University 
College of Medicine where he obtained 
a Certificate of Public Health in 1':)34. 
His textbook "Veterinary Bacteriology," 
now in its fourth edition (1950), was first 
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published in 1940. It is widely used in 
veternary colleges in the United States 
as well as one in Mexico and in Canada. 
Following World War II it was translated 
into the Japanese language by the United 
States Army. 
Dr. Merchant is author of a booklet 
"Guide to the Study of the Infedious 
Diseases of Domestic Animals," and co-
author of "Laboratory Manual of Veteri-
nary Bacteriology" and "A Handbook 
for the Etiology, Diagnosis and Control 
of Infectious Bovine Mastitis." 
He was appointed head of the Depart-
ment of Hygiene in 1942. 
Dr. Packer 
Dr. R. Allen Packer was born in 
Clemons, Iowa. He received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Animal Husbandry 
in 1940 at Iowa State College and the 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree in 
the same year. 
He was appointed to the Veterinary 
Hygiene staff as an assistant in 1940, in-
struc.tor in 1942, assistant J:rofessor in 
1943, and associate professor in 1948. He 
was awarded the Master of Science de-
gree in veterinary bacteriology in 1942. 
He received the degree Doctor of Phi-
losophy in 1947. He is co-author of the 
"Laboratory Manual of Veterinary Bac-
teriology" and "A Handbook for the 
Dr. Packer preparing material for virology 
laboratory. 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
Etiology, Diagnosis and Control of In-
fectious Bovine Mastitis." He is author of 
the section on virology in Dr. Merchant's 
fourth edition of "Veterinary Bacteri-
ology and Virology." . 
Dr. Collier 
Dr. John R. Collier was born in Kansas 
and reared in Ohio. He received the degree 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 1941 at 
Ohio State College. In September 1941 he 
was commissioned First Lieutenant in the 
Veterinary Corps of the United States 
Army. He was separated from the Army 
in May 1943 and went to the University 
of Minnemta Diagnostic Laboratory. In 
October of the same year he went into 
}:rivate practice in Caledonia, MinnEsota. 
He left private practice in Noveml:er 
1948 to join the staff of the Iowa Veteri-
nary Diagnostic Laboratory at Iowa State 
College. On Janu:uy 1, 1951, he was ap-
pointed to the staff of the Department of 
Veterinary Hygiene as assistant pro-
fess ::: r. 
Dr. Colliel' demonstrating a procedure em-
ployed in the testing of a milk sample. 
Vitamin-Bl~ is not needed for egg pro-
duction if the eggs are not to be used for 
hatching purposes. 
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VIROLOGY ADDED 
Three years ago the pre-professional 
requirement for veterinary medicine stu-
dents was increased from one to two 
years. This increase permitted the Cur-
riculum Committee to introduce a new 
course into the veterinary medicine cur-
riculum. The new course, virology, is 
taught in the Department of Veterinary 
Hygiene by Dr. R. Allen Packer. The 
course consists of 2 one hour lectures 
and 2 two hour laboratory periods each 
week and is offered the spring quarter of 
the sophomore year. It is . designed to 
further acquaint the student of veterinary 
medicine with the many viral diseases of 
animals and with the technics required 
for isolation, growth and identification of 
viruses. 
The class of '53 will be the first gradu-
ating class to have completed this courS2. 
+ + 
GENERAL 
Dr. Robert O. Rydell, formerly of the 
Department of Anatomy, recently re-
turned to private practice at Wheaton, 
Minnesota. 
Dr. Robert Getty of the Department of 
Anatomy spoke at the 63rd Annual Meet-
ing the the Iowa Veterinary Medical 
Association Meeting Jan. 18, 1951 at Des 
Moines. His topic was "The Anatomy of 
the Anterior Vena Cava and Related 
Structures in Swine." This paper was 
prepared with the co-operation of Drs. A . 
B. Hoerlein and E. D. Hubbard of the 
Veterinary Research Institute, Iowa State 
College. Dissected specimens were also 
on display through-out the day illustrat-
ing the anatomy involved when bleeding 
from the anterior vena cava of the hog. 
Dr. G. R. Carter resigned his position 
in the Department of Hygiene Dec. 31 to 
accept a position in the Canadian Animal 
Disease Research Laboratory in Hull , 
Ontario, Canada. 
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Dr. E. A. Benbrook, head of the De-
partment of Veterinary Pathology, at-
tended a series of meetings in Chicago 
from Nov. 24-26. These included the First 
Seminar of the American College of Vet-
erinary Pathologists and a Symposium on 
Teaching Pathology. At the latter he spoke 
on "Teaching Beginning Courses" and on 
"Teaching Post Mortem Pathology." He 
also attended a meeting of the ACVP 
Committee on Photography of which he 
is chairman. At the A VMA offices he 
met with the Committee on Scientific 
Exhibit. 
Dr. J. R. Collier transferred from Iowa 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and is 
now serving as assistant professor in the 
Veterinary Hygiene Department. 
Dr. I. A. Merchant spoke on the sub-
ject "Newer Knowledge Concerning 
Mechanisms of Infection" at the Coon 
Valley Veterinary Medical Association 
meeting March 14 in Storm Lake. 
Dr. I. A. Merchant served as toast-
master at the annual banquet of the 
IVMA which was held Jan. 18. 
Dr. 1. A. Merchant and Dr. R. A. 
Packer attended the Conference of Re-
search Workers in Animal Diseases in 
Chicago on Nov. 27. 
Dr. George Fowler, head of the De-
partment of Surgery, Dr. Bartley of the 
ambulatory clinic, Dr. L. D. Jones of 
the Iowa Diagnostic Laboratory, and Dr. 
C. D. Lee, extension veterinarian, at-
tended the Central Iowa Veterinary Med-
ical Association meeting in Des Moines 
in December. Dr. Fowler spoke on "Teat 
and Udder Surgery." 
Dr. Margaret W. Sloss, Department of 
Pathology, attended the Iowa Veterinary 
Medical Association annual meeting held 
in Des Moines Jan. 17 to 19. Dr. Sloss, 
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who is president of the Women's Veter-
inary Medical Association, presented a 
paper, "Women in Veterinary Medicine." 
Dr. Emmerson, head of the Department 
of Obstetrics, is the A.V.M.A. representa-
tive to the Ralston-Purina Fellowship 
Award Committee which meets March 26 
at St. Louis., Mo. 
The Ralston-Purina Company makes 
available an aggregate of seven awards: 
one to a graduate veterinarian, two in 
the field of dairy husbandry, and two in 
the field of nutrition. The stipend for each 
fellowship is $1440 per year. Dr. Rue 
Jensen of the veterinary staff at Colorado 
A. & M. was the 1950-51 recipient of the 
award. 
Dr. Emmerson states that the veterin-
ary profession should be urged to utilize 
this fellowship annually. 
Dr. C. H. Covault attended the Neb-
raska State Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion meeting on Dec. 7, 1950. He spoke on 
"Breeding Diseases of Cattle." 
Dr. M. A Emmerson will attend the 
AV.M.A Research Council Fellowship 
Committee meeting in Chicago the last 
week in April. As chairman of the Re-
E:earch Committee, he is also chairman 
of the Fellowship Committee which an-
nually awards research fellowships to 
qualified graduate veterinarians who wish 
to do graduate work toward the Master of 
Science or the Doctor of Philosophy de-
grees. The stipened for these awards 
ranges from $1200 to $3000 per year. 
Dr. Dwight A Smith of the Small 
Animal Medicine staff attended the 
monthly Des Moines Kennel Club meet-
ing on Jan. 5. He spoke to the group on 
"Practical Dog Feeding from Conception 
to Adulthood." 
Dr. O. W. Whitcomb of the Department 
of Surgery recently spent about ten days 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
with Dr. H. H. Davidson, an Iowa State 
graduate now associated with the veter-
inary firm of Haggard and Haggard at 
Lexington, Kentucky. Dr. Davidson does 
an extensive horse practice. 
Dean H. D. Bergman, Iowa State's 
faculty representative to the Big Seven 
Conference, attended the Forty-fifth An-
nual Convention of National Collegiate 
Athletic Association held in Dallas, Texas, 
Jan. 11-13, 1951, as the official delegate 
from Iowa State College. Among the many 
subjects discussed pertaining to intercol-
legiate athletics were live televising of 
athletic contests as related to the effect 
on gate receipts, and the so-called 
N.C.A.A. Sanity Code covering the re-
cruiting and subsidizing of athletes. 
Dean Bergman of the Veterinary Di-
vision has been re-elected President of 
the Association of Deans of the Ameri-
can Colleges of Veterinary Medicine for 
the fourth time. Dean W. A. Hagan of 
Cornell University is Vice-Chairman and 
Dean C. S. Bryan of Michigan State Col-
lege is Secretary. The Deans' organiza-
tion meets formally twice each year dur-
ing the annual sessions of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association and the 
Association of Land-Grant Colleges and 
Universities. It concerns itself chiefly 
with matters pertaining to veterinary 
medical educational policies in American 
institutions. 
Dr. F. E. Hull of the University of Ken-
tucky was elected Chairman of the Di-
vision of Veterinary Medicine of the 
Association of Land-Grant Colleges and 
Universities at the recent meeting in 
Washington, D. C. He succeeds Dean H. 
D. Bergman who has served as Chair-
man for two years. Dean Bergman will 
still continue to serve as a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Veterin-
ary Division and a member of the Senate 
of the Land-Grant Association. 
Issue 2, 1951 
BIRTHS 
A daughter, Margery Jan, to Dr. and 
Mrs. Williamson at Mary Greeley Hos-
pital on Dec. 2, 1950. 
Dog Week 
National Dog Week, sponsored by the 
National Dog Welfare Guild, Inc., will be 
observed in 1951 from Sept. 23-29. 
"The Guild's three-point program for 
1951," states Ray Hanfield, "provides for 
leadership - in achieving the ultimate in 
all that is right and good for the dog. 
Membership - enrolling every dog lover 
in the United States. Program - build-
ing character, together with emphasis on 
juvenile delinquency. And if we must 
fight, a program enlisting our four-footed 
friends in the cause of defense. They made 
valuable contributions in the last war. You 
can always count on them to do their 
jobs courageously." 
Newcastle disease virus is deadly in a 
wide variety of mammals such as ham-
sters, sheep, calves and white mice, ac-
cording to findings of a group of research 
workers at the University of Maryland. 
In Rhesus monkeys, a species believed to 
closely approximate the reactions of man, 
the virus produced paralysis and death. 
Cattle grubs represent another tremen-
dous field for veterinary medicine; the 
damage done by them may run as high 
as $130 million this year. 
Nearly half of America's iodine supply 
now comes from oil wells. The iodine is 
obtained from a brine that comes up with 
the oil. 
The ovary of an old cocker spaniel, 
transplanted to a young mongrel, enabled 
the latter to give birth to purebred cocker 
spaniel puppies. Science News Letter 
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